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   Handweavers Guild of Boise Valley
April, 2012        

  April Program: Rayon Chenille
My favorite fabric to weave these days is Rayon Chenille.   During the 
program we will talk about important tips to prevent worming, sett, ease of 

warping, fringe finishing, and washing.   It takes a few tiny extra steps to 
have repeated success with this yarn, but it is well worth it for the soft, buttery fabric.  If you 
have woven samples of your own in this yarn, please bring them to share.  A few people have 
requested that I bring some rayon chenille yarn for sale, so if you have color preferences, please call 
or email and let me know.    ✒ Mitzi                s s s s s s s

Calendar of Events

April 7, 2012 - COE Study Group
 Moxie Java, 1122 S Vista, Boise
 9:30 to 11:00 am

April 7, 2012 - Guild Meeting 
  Boise Historical Museum at the Adelmann House
 11:30 am - Business Meeting
 12:30 am - Social time
 1:00 p.m. Program, Rayon Chenille

Apr. 26, 2012 - Sock/Knitting Study Group
 The Home of Melanie Smith
 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

April 10, 2012 - Bobbin Lace  Study Group
 Rebecca’s Studio House, 1012 E 3rd St, Meridian
 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

April 12, 2012 - Spinning Study Group
 Maralyn Larson’s Clubhouse 
 6:30 - 8:30pm

April 16, 2012 - Day Weaving Study Group
 The Home of Mary Berent
 1:30 pm 

May 5, 2012 - Next Regular Guild Meeting

        

Ramblings of the President
Over the years in the guild we have had many 

GREAT programs, study groups, and seminars on 
color.  The handouts and notes from them all are in a 
folder at my house, and I pull it out on occasion to 
inspire me.  

We did a color gamp, round robin style in 1996.  
The looms were warped with 15 colors, then woven 
with each one in plain weave and twill to see how 
they interact.    It was an awesome experience and 
really shows how the look of colors can be changed 
by it's surroundings.  

I was winding skeins of yarn for sale recently 
and just happened to have 2  colors next to each 
other I never would have put together.   They really 
made each other pop so I had to wind a warp with 
them.  You will see it at the April program on Rayon 
chenille -- hopefully woven into fabric.  The 
challenge is calling me, but I’m having  a hard 
time understanding color harmonies.  In reading the 
definitions I found my favorite harmonies are: Tetra- 
four hues that form a square, rectangle, or trapezoid 
on the color wheel; or Triad-three hues that form an 
equilateral triangle on the wheel. 

Recently Target has a  very happy  commercial 
with the song "Allouetta", acrobatic people in very 
colorful outfits spreading color everywhere they 
land, with the motto "Color changes everything!"  

I hope you are thinking of color and getting 
inspired for the challenge. 
✒ Have a colorful month! >'.'< Your president, Mitzi
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The Story of Silk 

“About 2700-2650 B.C.E., the Chinese began 
making silk.

According to Chinese tradition, the part-
legendary emperor, Huang Di (alternately Wu-di or 
Huang Ti) invented the methods of raising silk 
worms and spinning silk thread. (Huang Di, the 
Yellow Emperor, is also credited as the founder of 
the Chinese nation, creator of humanity, founder of 
religious Taoism, creator of writing, and inventor of 
the compass and the pottery wheel -- all foundations 
of culture in ancient China.)

But the same tradition credits not Huang Di, but 
his wife Lei-tzu, with discovering silk-making itself, 
and also the weaving of silk thread into fabric.

The legend is that Lei-tzu was in her garden 
when she picked some cocoons from a mulberry 
tree, and accidentally dropped one into her tea. 
When she pulled it out, she found it unwound into 
one long filament.

Then her husband built on this discovery, and 
developed methods for domesticating the silkworm 
and producing silk thread from the filaments -- 
processes that the Chinese were able to keep secret 
from the rest of the world for more than 2,000 years, 
creating a monopoly on silk fabric production. This 
monopoly led to a lucrative trade in silk fabric.

For her discovery of the silk-making process, 
Lei-tzu is also sometimes called Si Ling-chi, or Lady 
of the Silkworm, and is often identified as a goddess 
of silk-making.

But another woman helped to break the silk 
monopoly. About 400 C.E., another Chinese 
princess, on her way to be married to a prince in 
India, is said to have smuggled some mulberry 
seeds and silkworm eggs in her headdress, allowing 
silk production in her new homeland. She wanted, 
the legend says, to have silk fabric easily available in 
her new land. It was then only a few more centuries 
until the secrets had been revealed to Byzantium, 
and in another century, silk production began in 
France, Spain, and Italy.”
Quoted form this Resource:  
http://womenshistory.about.com/od/inventors/a/
discovery_silk.htm

✒ Joan Sheehan

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

Monthly Sample Exchange

This month’s Sample was provided by Vila Cox.  
She gives us an example of her own drafts for Huck 
Lace.  This one is a 10 harness version made with 
20/2 cotton, sett at 30 epi.  It’s in a wonderful color 
of pink.  

Samples will now be turned in to Al Hayden, the 
new Sample Chair.  

Members may pull samples from the 
Sample Exchange Box at each regular guild 
meeting. And remember to check your 
name off the list in each file folder. If you 
would like to participate or have questions, 
contact the Sample Chair.

Also, remember, there are samples from 
last year that are available to anyone toward 
the back of the box.

Reminder!!  
May is the annual 

YARN AND EQUIPMENT SALE!!
Clean out those closets so you will have room 

for all the new stuff you will find.  Bring things 
priced and labeled with your name--so people will 
know who to pay.  Remember that 10% of your sales 
goes to the Guild.
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Study Group News

❤ Spinning Study Group

  Spinning Study Group will 
meet at Maralyn's clubhouse (350 
Carmel Dr, Meridian) on April 12 
f rom 6 :30 -8 :30pm. Color i s 
Daffodil. Come one, come
all!

The Spinning Study group does 
not meet at Maralyn's from June-
August.  Instead, we have Summer Spinning at 
someone's house (either inside or outside). It's usu-
ally a pot-luck from 10-3.  Hostess provides drinks 
(ice tea, lemonade, water). If you would like to host 
a Summer Spinning meeting, please contact Lynn 
Ruggles.  June and July are available.

❤ Certificate of Excellence (COE) Study Group

The COE Study Group will meet April 7, at 9:30 
am at the Moxie Java on Vista near the corner of 
Kootenai.  All are welcomed.  Contact Mary Berent 
for info: 939-8906.

❤ Day Weaving Study Group

We will meet on April 16 at the 
Home of Mary Berent, 1:30 p.m. 
Call Rebecca at 859-2822, for more 
information.   

❤ Bobbin Lace  Study Group

We have changed our meeting 
dates to the second Tuesday of 
every month.  In April  it will be on 
the 10th, at Rebecca’s Studio House 
at 6:30 pm.  Call Vila for information, 
323-7736

❤ Sock/Knitting Study Group

   We will not be meeting for the month 
of March so that we can get ready for 
the Celia Quinn workshop.  Join us on 
April 26 from 6:30 to 8  at Melanie's 
home 523 S. Pond St., Boise, to work on 
socks or any other   project or if you just 
want to  come and visit. Rumor has 
it  there may be birthday cake that 

night.  If you have any questions please 
call Melanie Smith at 608-0101 (cell) or 385-0085. We 
will meet on May 24 to mark your calendars. 

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s 

Board Meeting Minutes

March 3, 2012, Moxie Java, Vista

Attendance:  Mitzi Meyers, Mary Berent, Rena Lute, 
Melanie Smith, Irene Chandler, Rebecca Winter and 
Cynthia Newman.
President’s report:  Mitzi stated that she has been 
reading Robert’s Rules of Order and noted that the 
minutes from the Board and membership meetings 
should be sent out to the Board members asking for 
additions, corrections and approval before they are 
sent out to the Newsletter Editor.  Mitzi suggested 
that the minutes be typed up and e-mailed to the 
Board within one week after the meeting and that 
the minutes should note the date of Board approval.
Vice President’s report:  Mary stated Celia Quinn is 
mailing the spinning workshop supplies.  There was 
a discussion regarding the policy stating 
participants of workshops must be a member of the 
guild and payment of membership before April will 
apply only to the current year.  Melanie moved and 
Mary seconded, new members paying their dues to 
attend a workshop, the dues will apply to the 
remainder of the current year and to the following 
year, as well.  The motion passed.
Treasurer’s report:  Melanie reported a balance of 
$7396.38 before the payment of Celia Quinn 
workshop expenses.  She has contacted the IRS to 
confirm our non-profit filing procedure, which is 
due October 15, 2012.  She is suggesting an annual 
internal audit of the financial reports by the 
President, Treasurer and a member at large and 
purging old records after 3 years.  The proposed 
budget for 2013 will be printed in April newsletter.
Membership:  Irene stated that several new 
members have joined the Yahoo group.  After a 
discussion regarding limiting the amount of 
personal information printed in the newsletter 
which is posted on the internet, it was suggested 
that Irene send out new member contact 
information individually, only as requested. Rebecca 
stated the importance of giving the choice  to each 
member, regarding  how much of their personal 
information is published, which we could do by 
having each member - old and new - fill out the 
membership form each year.
✒ Respectfully submitted, 
Cynthia Newman for Janet Stanger

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s
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Guild Meeting Minutes

Regular Meeting 3/3/2012
Adelmann House

Present:  Rena Lute, Chris Farrin, Mitzi Meyers, Janet 
Hannity,  Nancy Swenson, Marita Turner, Melanie Smith, 
Cynthia Newman, Pat Ann, Anne Oglevie, Mary 
Berent, Kathy McGowan, Julie Gerrard, Penny 
Schraufnagel, Merri Williams, Carol Freeman, Irene 
Chandler, Rebecca Winter, Vila Cox, Ivy DeHart, Al 
Hayden, Judy Tallent and guest Margaret 
Christiansen.
Vice-Presidents:  Mary stated if you are not signed 
up for the Celia Quinn workshop but would like to 
come by the Caldwell library and see what is 
happening, you are welcome to stop by at lunch 
time between 12 and 1 pm.
Treasurer:  Melanie reported a current balance of 
$7396.38 before payment of Celia Quinn expenses.  
The proposed 2013 budget will be printed in April 
newsletter.

Membership:  Irene welcomed new member Janet 
Hannity and returning member Anne Oglevie.
Sample exchange:  Al reported the sample this 
month was woven by Jean Zaske in cotton using the 
Gothic Cross pattern from Marguerite Davison.
ANWG Rep:  Rebecca reported the next conference 
is in Bellingham, Washington in June 2013.
Challenge 2012:  Julie stated “Color Explosion” is 
the theme for the 2012 Challenge.  Use at least 3 
colors, select a color harmony, work must be entirely 
your own and created since September 2011.
Show and Tell:   Mitzi showed a shawl woven on her 
triangle loom; Vila shared overshot blankets woven 
with a cotton warp and Harrisville Shetland pattern 
weft in which she had manipulated the tie-up of the 
draft; Rena showed 2 twill kitchen towels, her 
second weaving project; Rebecca shared a star 
sample woven in Tencel and a sample of several 
commercial fabrics that she is analyzing the 
determine weave structure; Irene is working on 
UFO rocks; Penny showed a vest fabric woven from 
Mitzi’s variegated yarn and shared handspun 

Mohair yarn and a rug woven from Pendleton felted 
strips and a rug woven from handspun warn with a 
heavy wool warp; Margaret Christensen passed 
photos of a 45” counter balance loom she is selling; 
Julie shared her 1st skein of hand-spun yarn; Kathy 
announced the arrival of her granddaughter 
Lilyanne McKenna; Mary showed combed top that 
was a blend of ¼ mohair and ¾ Boarder Lester wool 
and a skein of “Benjamin’s” dog wool; Melanie 
shared a hand-spun and hand-knit Swallow Tail 
Shawl; and it was reported that Resa Jones has 3 
looms to sell including a Mighty Wolf, Baby Wolf 
and a Gilmore. 
Nominating Committee:  Mary announced the 2013 
Slate of Officers is:  Mitzi Meyer, President; Mary 
Berent and Rena Lute, Vice-Presidents; Janet 
Stanger, Secretary; Melanie Smith, Treasurer; Irene 
Chandler, Membership.  Mitzi stated that 
“Additional nominations, with the consent of the 
nominees, may be presented in writing to the 
President within one week after the March 
meeting.”
Study groups:  Reported dates of meetings as 
announced in newsletter.
Announcements:  We received a flyer from 
Shepherd’s Extravaganza in Puyallup, Washington; 
Pat Ann has officially opened her fiber studio in 
Fruitland to the public from 9 to 5 pm, Monday 
through Friday and by appointment on the 
weekends.
Program:  Merri Williams presented the program on 
preparing silk caps and hankies for use.  We started 
by separating the layers of the hankie and drawing 
the fiber out, demystifying these little packages of 
compressed silk and transforming them into parallel 
fibers ready to use.  Merri talked about her process 
of dyeing the silk and brought colorful samples 
from her on-line business The Fiber Addict.
✒ Respectfully submitted, 

Cynthia Newman for Janet Stanger
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Looms For Sale

8 harness Baby Wolf loom with stroller 
and reed.  Older model - $1200

Located here in Boise:

8 harness 27" Gilmore loom with Texsolv 
tie-up and flat steel heddles - $1400

Resa Jones,  6419 Randolph Dr.
home phone:  376-8251,  work phone:  334-4217

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

Spinning & Weaving Estate Sale

The spinning and weaving supplies and equipment owned by Linda Mercer will be on 

sale the weekend of April 14 & 15, 2012.  Items available for sale include a stock of various 

fibers, Harrisville loom, rigid heddle looms, antique great wheel, warping boards, drop spin-

dles, skein winders, dyeing equipment, books, magazines and much more.  The sale will run 

from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm on Saturday and Sunday, April 14 & 15 at the Mercer residence at 
3801 Holcomb Road, Boise.  Sales will be cash only and all proceeds from the sale will be do-

nated to either Terry Reilly Health Services or the Idaho Youth Ranch.

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s
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2012-2013 Proposed Budget

           
page 6 of 8



    

2012 Challenge
       Color  Explosion!!!

 Use at least 3 colors for each item.
 Select a color harmony for each item. 
 All entries must be entirely your own, 
   and created since September, 2011.

Four Categories: 
1. Flat Handwoven (yardage, hemmed or fringed items such as scarves, dish towels, shawls). 
2. Handspun Skeins (80% handspun) (fibers must be identified)
3. Finished Items for Handspun (50% handspun) (fibers must be identified)
4. Fiber Arts (3-dimensional items, felted items, baskets, garments)

Entry fee - $5 first entry, $2 for second, $2 for third or more entries for a maximum of $9.

A card will be attached to each entry after entries are submitted.  Please plan to provide the following 
 information with each entry: 

1. Color harmony chosen 
2. Weave structure for handwoven entries
3. Fiber content for all entries

Officers and Chairs

President:  Mitzi Meyers  340-9775
Vice-presidents:  Mary Berent 939-8906
  Rena Lute 891-2111. 
Secretary:  Janet Stanger  377-0746
Treasurer:  Melanie Smith home 385-0085  cell 
  608-0101
Membership Officer:  Irene Chandler   318-8182
Librarian:  Judy Tallent 208-615-1857
Newsletter Editor:  Rebecca Winter  859-2822
Sample Exchange:  Al Hayden
Weaving Intensive Study Group:  Vila Cox  323-7736

Spinning Study Group and Weaving Intensive Study 
  Group:  Lynn Ruggles 375-9172
COE Study Group:  Mary Berent 939-8906
Day Weaving Study Group:  Rebecca Winter 
  859-2822
Bobbin Lace Study Group:  Vila Cox  323-7736
Web Master:  Vila Cox  323-7736
Past President:  Cynthia Newman  (541) 523-2451

Website
http://www.handweavers-guild-boise.org

Note: This Newsletter is located online at this address.
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The monthly newsletter from the

Newsletter Highlights and Please Remembers:

April Program:  Rayon Chenille

Start Thinking About Challenge 2012
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