
Connecting Threads
Handweavers Guild of Boise Valley

September, 2008

September Program:
 
At our first meeting after the summer break,   

Penny Schraufnagel will present the program on 
making and embellishing pins on handwoven fab-
ric. She will show us some pins that she has col-
lected from various conferences plus some that she 
has been experimenting with, made from wire.  
This should inspire us all to start thinking of mak-
ing our own artistic achievements for the Decem-
ber pin exchange.  (More on this later)

There should be a lot to catch up on and lots of 
show & tell after our 3 month hiatus, so see you 
there on the 6th at Rebecca’s new home!

Marlene 

Calendar of Events
September 6, 2008 - Guild Meeting  
 At the home of Rebecca Winter
 10:00 a.m. - Board Meeting
 11:30 a.m. - Business Meeting
 12 noon - Social time 
 1:00 p.m. Program 

September 11, 2008 - Spinning Study Group
 At Maralyn Larson’s Clubhouse
 East Carmel Drive, Meridian  7:30 p.m.

September 18, 2008 - Weaving Study Group
 Traditional Overshot
 At the home of Julie Gerrard
 2020 Mortimer, Boise
 6:30-8:30 p.m.
 
September 27, 2008 - Challenge Show 
 Entry Deadline - August 30 -- See page 7
 Turn in items by September 20
 Museum Comes to Life
 Adelmann House



Dues are Due
Come join the learning and fun - renew your 

membership or become a member of  the Guild!  
See the Membership Form on page 6.  

2008-2009 Program Schedule
Sept 6 -  Penny Schraufnagel –Pins from 
  Handwovens 
Sept 27 - Challenge Show & Museum  
  Comes to Life
Oct. 4 - Jean Zaske – Felted Critters & Play Day 
  to Follow
Nov 1 - Mary Berent – Tencel: Poor Man’s Silk
Dec. 6 - Potluck & Pin Exchange
 Penny Schraufnagel’s home
Jan 3 - Rebecca Winter - Kumihimo
Jan. 17-19 - Weaving Intensive – Overshot
Feb 1 - Pamela Beitia – Carded, Colored, Layered  
  Batts to Spin
Mar. 1 - Vila Cox – Diversified Plain Weave
March 20-22 - Workshop - Laura Fry - Magic in the 
  Water II
April 4 - Resa Jones – Supplemental Warp
May 2 - CeCe Stricklin – Color and Structure  
  Gamps
 Yarn and Equipment Sale
June 6 - High Tea and Towel Exchange

Directions to Rebecca Winter’s House
4380 North Longabaugh Way, Meridian.  
Turn East from Meridian Road, between Ustick 

Road and McMillan Road, onto White Sands.  You 
are turning into the Solitude Place subdivision.  
Turn right immediately onto Beaham, turn left 
immediately onto Havasupai, turn left onto North 
Longabaugh Way.  You are going around the 
square.  We are in the back of the square.  Please 
note we are not on Map Quest as yet.  

page 1 of 8



October Program:  
Needlefelting Fun - Stay and Play!

by Jean Zaske

Plan for a fun program on needlefelting at the 
October guild meeting.  I’ll be going over the ba-
sics of needlefelting and sharing ideas of what can 
be done using this versatile technique.  The best 
part of the program will be the opportunity to 
“stay and play” for an hour or two to try out the 
needlefelting technique – you will actually go 
home with a finished project (maybe a Christmas 
ornament????)!  

There will be a $5.00 fee to cover the cost of ma-
terials (foam mat, needle, fiber to play with).  
However, if you are really interested, you can pick 
up a needle felting tool at Craft Warehouse for 
about $17.00 (I recommend getting a needle refill 
too), bring your own piece of foam and your own 
fiber (roving in wool, cotton, silk, yarns, etc.)  and 
create along with us using your own materials.  
Either option is fine.  

If you are interested in the “Stay and Play” por-
tion of the program, I would like to know in ad-
vance so I can get enough materials. There will be 
a sign up at the September meeting or, if you can’t 
make the meeting, please email me at  
jeanz@icehouse.net or call (429-8487) by Septem-
ber 27th.  Let’s play!



Deciphering the Color Code

   The color palette we 
explored at the June 
meeting was “natural” 
colors – no dyes or 
treatments to the fibers.  
What a great variety 
showed up!  From al-
most pure black to al-

most pure white – there were silks, flax, wool, cot-
ton, camel and a few others I can no longer recall.  
I found it amazing to see the rich array of color 
that can be found in “natural”.  Thanks to all for 
bringing in their treasures.

For the September meeting, let’s see how well you 
mix the colors of yellow, green and blue.  Whether 
you have dyed with those colors or have woven/
knit/crocheted/felted something using those three 
colors (in whatever hue, blend, tone, tint or shade), 
bring in your finds and let’s check them out.  At 
the core we will be looking at the mix of two pri-
mary colors – yellow and blue.  It will be fascinat-
ing to see the variety of color that springs from 
those two hues.

Guild Meeting Minutes

June 7, 2008

Al Hayden brought the meeting to order.  
Members present were Al, Marlene Bean, Ruth 
Gildersleeve, Penny S., Julie Gerrard, Vila Cox, 
Carolyn Dade, Nancy Swenson, Cindy Shaffer, 
Jean Zaske, Pat Ann, Mary Berent, Ivy DeHart, 
Rebecca Winter, Mitzi Meyer and Mary Ireland.  
Each member was asked to talk about their sum-
mer projects.

The minutes from the May meeting were ap-
proved as written in  the newsletter.  The Septem-
ber meeting was discussed and will be held at Re-
becca Winter’s new home due to conflicts with Art 
in the Park happening the same weekend.  The 
meeting will be at 11:30.  There will be a board 
meeting at 10:00 a.m. before the regular meeting.  
All members are invited.
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Dues are due for the upcoming year and Penny 
is collecting the $25.00 dues and membership 
sheets.  If you have not filled out one of the mem-
bership sheets, see Penny.

Reports:  Vice President – Marlene reported that 
almost all the upcoming programs are lined up, 
including a workshop in March to be given by 
Laura Fry.  

In other business: Vila received an  e-mail from 
someone with wool to sell.  She has the pertinent 
info on it if you are interested.

Al mentioned that the guild website had been 
hacked.  The problem is being worked on and if 
you have a problem getting to the site or notice 
any problems, contact Vila.

Marlene presented her board with parting gifts, 
and Mary Berent  presented  her with a gift certifi-
cate from Halcyon.

Jean Zaske presented the current month’s color 
study – Naturals.  Many of the members present 
had great examples of natural fiber and yarns.  

Show and Tell – Penny had fibers and yarns 
from her recent travels and a great rug woven 
from denim fabric.  Vila had some of her COE Di-
versified plain weave samples to show.  Mary Ber-
ent showed a sample of  what her current project 
is (overshot in tencel).  Pat Ann brought some in-
teresting books that she purchased on a recent trip.

Mitzi talked about her open house and invited 
all to her spin day.  The meeting was then ad-
journed and the membership enjoyed a wonderful 
potluck.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Ireland, Secretary

Ramblings of the President

Greetings  --  Welcome to another year of the 
Handweavers Guild of Boise Valley.  I am looking 
forward to the many opportunities that are 

planned for this year to expand our horizons in 
the field of fiber arts.

  We will have Laura Fry, an excellent in-
structor, for our weaving workshop in the spring.

  Our “Intensive” this January will explore 
the many variations of overshot.

  The night study group (open to all) will fo-
cus on overshot prior to the Intensive.

  The monthly programs are sure to further 
our appreciation and knowledge of fiber arts, so 
don’t miss the meetings and programs.  Thanks 
before hand to all of the volunteer demonstrators/
instructors.

  And be sure not to forget the special treat of 
being able to share your projects with the public at 
“Museum Comes to Life”.  This is our time to 
shine and earn the accolades of the public and 
other guild members.

Also check out the library for new additions 
from the summer.  This is a most valuable resource 
and it is FREE with your guild membership.

May we all have a happy and fruitful year in all 
our endeavors.

Al Hayden,  President

  

Study Group News

Spinning Study Group
The Spinning Study Group will meet at Maralyn 

Larson's clubhouse on Sept 11 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Bring 
your spinning, your summer projects to show off, your 
Challenge dyed yarn (which I'm sure you've been busy 
spinning, right?) or anything else you've been working 
on. If you need suggestions for what to do with your 
yarn, we can all brainstorm a few ideas. 

Questions or need directions? 
Call Lynn Ruggles, 375-9172. 

page 3 of 8



 

Night Study Group
Starting in September, the Night Study group will be 

meeting on the third Thursday of the month.  The meet-
ing will be held at Julie Gerrard’s, 2020 Mortimer, Boise, 
at 7:30 p.m.

We will be exploring Overshot – Traditional to 
Multi-Harness.  This study will be in preparation for 
the Intensive 2009.

All are invited, even if you have not participated in 
the night study group in the past or are not planning to 
attend the Intensive.

The first meeting is September 18th, when we will 
discuss the basics of overshot and “traditional” struc-
ture.

Certificate of Excellence (COE) Study Group
COE Study Group will NOT meet in September and 

will meet again October 4 at 9:30, before the regular 
guild meeting.  For more information about the group 
or about the meeting schedule call Mary Berent 939-
8906.

Weaving Intensive: Overshot
Plan now to attend this three day “teacherless work-

shop.”  The structure we will be exploring this year is 
Overshot.  The dates of the Intensive are Jan 17 thru 19, 
2009, this is Saturday to Monday.  Watch the newsletter, 
the guild website or check with Al for more informa-
tion.  A flyer will be available soon.

Spinner's Dye Day

The Spinner's Dye Day on June 8, 20008,  was a great 
success, as you can see:

Joan Sheehan and Cindy Schafer rinsing the wool

Lynn Ruggles loving to get her hands into the fibers

Wow, look at all those colors on a sunny day!
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Classified Advertisements

✒From Jennifer Williams: A Gilmore Floor Loom and 2 
small table looms, plus several bead looms.
Gilmore 40", 4 harness, plain warp beam, 10 dent reed, 
stainless steel heddles, floor loom.  I have used the 
loom approximately 3X.  It is a beautiful loom with 
slight wear from age, not use.  Original price was 
$1000., but am asking $700.  There is no bench, but I do 
have several shuttles and a tub of yarn.  I will sell the 
two older table looms for $75. each, and $15. for a bead 
loom.   Call 323-1915 or email at ferretw@msn.com.

✒From Rebecca Winter: For Sale 16 harness AVL, 60 
inch weaving width, compu-dobby loom; with auto 
advance.  Formerly belonged to Mary Berent, so buy a 
piece of Boise Weaving History.  Asking $3000.00.  Call 
895-0975 or email: becwinter@earthlink.net.

✒From Ruth Gildersleeve:  For Sale - Call for details -  
  896-4656
 1. 4 harness sturdy jack loom
 2. Mason warping reel
 3. 8 harness table loom,
 4. a triangle loom
 5. a coarse teeth spinning carder
 6. a spinning wheel
 7. a 14 foot quilting machine

Guild Officers and Chairs
President - Al Hayden - 343-7300
Vice-presidents - Cece Stricklin - 387-2641
  Marlene Bean - 337-3631
Secretary:  Mary Ireland - 896-4833
Treasurer - Irene Chandler - 467-4997
Membership Officer - Penny Schraufnagel - 342-1288
Librarian:  Pat Ann - 452-3181
Newsletter Editor:  Rebecca Winter  895-0975
Weaving Study Group:  Julie Gerrard 342-8562
Weaving Intensive Study Group - Al Hayden 
Spinning Study Group:  Lynn Ruggles 375-9172
COE Study Group:  Mary Berent 939-8906
  

Websites
http://www.handweavers-guild-boise.org
http://my.calendars.net/handweavers/

Draft Inspirations:  The following draft is from  http://www.handweaving.net  You can go there and enter 
the number to see all the specifics about the draft.

Draft #29445
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2008-2009 Membership Form

Membership fee is due by July 1st for the following guild year.  

Name: _________________________   Areas of Interest:
Address________________________   ____4 Harness
             ________________________   ____Basketry
Phone: Home___________________   ____Braiding
   Work____________________   ____Computer dobby
   Cell_____________________      ____Dyeing      
        ____Felting
____Renewal Membership      ____Knitting
____New Membership      ____Lace making
        ____Multi-harness
Please send newsletter via:     ____Navajo Weaving
E-mail_________________________   ____Rigid Heddle
US Mail _____      ____Spinning
        ____Tablet Weaving
Membership dues      ____Tapestry
        ____Weaving
_____ @ $25 = _____     ____Sewing  

Please mail this form with your check to:      
Penny Schraufnagel- Membership
2688 S Goshen Way
Boise ID 83709 

Member Survey (please do not detach)

Name_________________________________________

Which activities do you use?
____Book Orders  ____Library   ____Yarn and Equipment Sale
____Programs  ____Workshops ____Newsletter
____Study Groups  ____Weaving Intensives

What type of demonstrations would you be interested in doing?  
____Weaving  ____Spinning  ______________________Other

Would you like to be in a study group?_______________
Are you interested in becoming a board member or helping in some other way? 
 ___Yes   ____No   ____Maybe
Suggestions for future program topics___________________________________________

Suggestions for future workshops______________________________________________
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“CRYSTAL BALL COLORS”
      CHALLENGE 2008     

Weave or spin colors that are sure to be the latest in style from Daryl Lancaster’s “Fabric Forecast” for Spring – Summer 2008.   
Daryl developed four color waves based on the increasing awareness of global warming and labeled them:  1. Lush Vegetation, 2. 
Sun-Baked Earth, 3. Rising Tides and 4. Steel & Glass.  
These color palettes can be found in Handwoven Sept. – Oct. 2008, pg. 78-81.  

The challenge is to select one color palette and then weave or spin an entry, using a minimum of three colors up to a maximum of 
six from one palette.  Beads, ribbons etc. may be incorporated into the piece.  The fiber, yarn, or weave structure is to be of your 
choice, and though Daryl would encourage the use of environmentally friendly yarns and fibers, that is not a requisite for this 
challenge. 

Additional items could be constructed from one of the other three color palettes, but colors from different palettes cannot be com-
bined together in one item.  Each completed item is to be displayed with a label showing the color palette that was chosen for that 
entry.  

The name and color for each of the yarns in Daryl’s samples are listed by the yarn.  The companies which sell those yarns are 
abbreviated and are listed on pg. 81 of the article in Handwoven. You may use these yarns or any other yarns that match your cho-
sen colors.      

All entries must be entirely your own work since last September.

Registration is due by Saturday August 30th.  Finished items should be turned in by September 20th.

There will be 4 categories for prizes:
Flat handwoven items – includes yardage and hemmed or fringed pieces (scarves, towel and rugs)
Handspun skeins – must include at least 80% handspun yarn. 
Finished items from handspun
Fiber Arts – non-flat handwoven fabrics (including clothing) or 3-dimensional items, such as baskets.  Must include 75% 
handspun or handwoven.  

Prizes will be awarded for each category:  $50 First Place  -  $35 Second Place  -  $15 Third Place

Entry Fees are $5.00 for the first entry, $2.00 each for the second and third entry (a maximum of $9.00).  Any additional entries 
from the same person are free, so please enter as many pieces as you wish.

     Entry Form      

Name ____________________________________________  Telephone Number___________________

Address___________________________________________

Category Description of Piece Fee

Submit form and entries to:  Penny Schraufnagel,   2688 South Goshen Way  Boise, ID 83709        342-1288
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Connecting Threads
PO Box 6258
Boise ID 83707

The monthly newsletter from the



Welcome to the Handweavers Guild of Boise Valley, Inc.  The guild has been sharing its craft with the community for 35 years.  
Our stated purpose is to “carry on, study and foster the arts and crafts of handweaving, spinning and fiber arts.”  The Guild meets 
from September through June on the first Saturday of the month.   Generally, meetings are held at 11:30 a.m. at the Adelmann 
House at the Idaho Historical Museum in Boise.  Look frequently for details in this newsletter, or please contact any member for 
inspiration, or for answers to your questions.



Newsletter Highlights and Please Remembers:

Program:  Pins from Handwovens

Color Code: Yellow, Green and Blue

Dues are Due:  It’s time to pay dues for the 2008-2009 Guild Year.
   Come join the fun and learning with fibers.
   Send $25.00 to our new Membership Officer.  
   See the Membership form enclosed in this Newsletter.
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