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Connecting Threads

   

Handweavers Guild of Boise Valley
January 2007

Guild Officers

 President:

Mary Berent 939-8906

Vice-Presidents:

Ivy DeHart 939-2335

Al Hayden 343-7300

Secretary:

Penny Schraufnagel

342-1288

Treasurer:

Jennifer Oak 412-2345

Librarian:

Cindy Schafer 375-6736

Newsletter:

Vila Cox 323-7736

Study Group Contacts

Weaver’s Study Group:

Julie Gerrard 342-8562

Spinning Study Group: 

Lynn Ruggles 375-9172

COE Study Group:

Rebecca Winter 895-0975

Delightful Dyers Group:

Ivy DeHart 939-2335

http://www.handweavers-guild-boise.org

http://my.calendars.net/handweavers/

Calendar of Events

February 3, 2007 10:00 am

Board Meeting  - Starbucks at 1797 W. State

February 3, 2007 11:30 am

Guild Meeting - Adelmann House 

High Tea and Towel Exchange

   

February 8, 2007   6:30 pm -

Spinning Study Group       8:30 pm

350 Carmel,  Meridian

February 10, 2007    9:00 am

 Delightful Dyers Group

February 17, 2007  10:30 am

 COE Meeting

   Mary Berent’s   Eagle, Idaho

February 18, 2007 10:00 am - 

   WINTER BLUES SPIN-IN       4:00 pm

 Crouch Community Hall 

March 3, 2007 11:30 am

Guild Meeting - Adelmann House

   Program - “Old Draft Resources” - Vila Cox

  

March 8, 2007   6:30 pm -

Spinning Study Group       8:30 pm

350 Carmel,  Meridian

March 17, 2007      

 Designing Fabric for Garments - Linda Kubik

March 21, 2007       7:00 pm

Weaver’s Study Group
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Board meeting

There will be a board meeting before the regular
February Guild meeting on February 3, 2007 at 10:00 at
Starbucks at 1797 W. State Street, Boise (the corner of
18th and State). Everyone is welcome.

Designing Fabrics for Garments - Linda Kubic

For the March date there is no limit on number of
people.  We will focus on garment fabric, sewing
techniques, fitting and pattern selection.  Please bring
actual fabric (or similar) to what they think you might
want to use in October.  It is preferable that Linda’s
patterns are used, because she is most familiar with
them.  Linda’s patterns are available at
http://www.thesewingplace.com/index.asp?PageAction
=VIEWCATS&Category=202

For October, 18 will be the maximum number of
participants.  14-15 is a good number.

Deciphering the Color Code

January’s assignment was to find combinations of
orange and blue in fiber. Though I didn’t make it to the
meeting, I did hunt for orange and blue combinations
and found it extremely challenging! 

For February, the color combination will be tints of red.
A tint is white added to a hue (in this case, red). So, hunt
for pink! Or any woven or spun combinations of red and
white that give the illusion of pink. Maybe bring in some
of your cones and skeins of pink. It would be neat to
arrange all of the different tints of red from “almost
white” to “almost red”. Has anyone done a color gamp
of tints that contains red? With all of the Valentine’s
merchandise out, have you spied any interesting fiber
related tints of red? Let’s find out if there really is a
pretty pink to be found in fiber!

GARDEN VALLEY FIBER FREAKS - 

WINTER BLUES SPIN-IN

Sunday, February 18, 2007 
Crouch Community Hall  10 am – 4 pm

Oil your wheel and get out your fiber!  It’s almost time to
spin away the winter blues!

The annual Garden Valley Fiber Freaks Winter Blues Spin-
in will be held Sunday, February 18, 2007 at the Crouch
Community Hall, 10 am – 4 pm.  All spinners and drop-ins
are welcome.  Please bring a sack lunch and finger food
dish to share (no crockpots, no cooking allowed).   For
your convenience, soup, sandwiches and finger food
items may be purchased across the street.   Also bring a
fiber related, wrapped white elephant gift.  Bring your
show and tell items.  And bring news of other
workshops, spin-ins and fiber conferences.

There is a suggested $5 donation for spinners, suggested
$10 donation for vendors.  Coffee, tea and hot chocolate
will be provided.

Directions:  From Boise take Hwy 55 north to Banks (19
miles north of Horseshoe Bend), turn right onto the
Banks-Lowman Rd.  Take your first left turn (9 miles up
river) into the town of Crouch.  Bear right when you get
to the center of town.  The Community Hall is next to
the Trading Post and across the street from the Merc. 
Come early and have breakfast at one of the local
restaurants.  Enjoy the snow and lovely ride up, but drive
carefully.   For further information call Jo 462-3797,
Kathy 462-8092 or Margaret 462-8014. 

Tea Party and Hand Towel Exchange
Saturday February  3, 2007

Following the Guild Meeting at the Adleman House

Events of the Day:

• English style “Tea” catered by Bluebird
• Towel Exchange with Weaving Drafts
• Hands-on demonstration of the new AVL

Workshop Compu-dobby loom

Tea will be a dressy affair.  A chance to show off
your fancy attire.

Towels to be “exchanged” are requested to be
handwoven and approximately 16” x 24”. Bring your
drafts and we will have discussions of the weave
structure and fiber. A copier will be available to
duplicate drafts if desired.

The AVL will be threaded with 5/2 cotton, 16 shaft
straight twill.  If you have a favorite draft or one that
you want to try, bring it with you.  The loom is using
PCW Fiberworks software and driver.

If you do not have a towel to exchange or do not
really feel up to getting fancied up, come any way
and enjoy the fun and fellowship.
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Guild Meeting 1-6-07

Mary Berent welcomed members to the first meeting
of 2007 and asked for officers reports.

Ivy stated that the spinning workshop was full and
would be held in Middleton beginning January 20th at
9AM. She said there was a waiting list and members
might not have to pay the supply fee because of the full
workshop.

The Linda Kubik workshop on designing fabric for
garments will include a lecture on March 17th and a two
day follow-up on actual garment construction in
October. Cost is $145 for the 3 days and $65 for the 1st

day only.

Al discussed programs including today’s with Lynn
Ruggles presenting silk reeling.  The February meeting
will be the tea with towel exchange including drafts.
Towels should be 16 by 24 inches.  Al will also bring his
24 inch compu-dobby loom for members to try out.

Jennifer stated she would email the current financials
to the board meeting later today.

Cindy has some loose magazines that are not in the
library due to lack of binders.

Vila asked that members continue to send information
to her for the newsletter and update the calendar as
needed so it can be fun and interesting.

Rebecca described the Rug Intensive scheduled for
April 20-22 as a leaderless, round robin workshop with
participants choosing their own drafts.  Further
information is available online under workshops.

Vila then discussed the Museum Comes to Life and
Challenge. She passed out round “TOIT”’s encouraging
us all to get around to it and enter the Challenge.
Categories are flatwoven, fiber arts and skeins with
ideas of adding to skeins (boucle, beads, displaying in
balls).  She explained the Challenge as a method to get
the public to slow down and examine the work that we
do and create interest in the guild.

Along with the Challenge will be a show of other
woven, spun, fiber arts that do not meet the criteria of
the Challenge.  Members will be asked to give input on
the Challenge categories and prize amounts.

There will be a board meeting prior to the February
meeting with the time and place to be announced later.

Study groups:

Spinning meets January 11th at Maralyn Larson’s
clubhouse at 6:30.  Call for directions if necessary.

Weaving will be January 17th, call Julie Gerrard for
location information.

COE:  Call Rebecca, Vila or Mary Berent for information

Dyers will be meeting on February 10th in Homedale for
the last scheduled meeting of that group.
Bylaws and Policies committee will need to meet before
February and Rebecca will coordinate time and location.
General membership input has shown a preference for
seven members (President, 2 vice-presidents, secretary,
treasurer, membership officer and past president).

Marlene said that Ewephoria in Nampa is having a socks
contest with entries due February 1st.  Please contact
them for information.

Joan said there is a knitting group that meets Thursday
nights from 7 to 9 at Ten Thousand Villages in Hyde Park
and anyone is welcome to attend.

Rebecca said she felt there needed to be a party
planned for the COE recipients Mary Berent and Vila
Cox. Stay tuned for further information.

Gold bag recipient was Ann who received spinning fibers
and red yarn.

Show and Tell was magnificent with several members
having items.
Mitzi: a woven scarf using dyed ikat yarn.
Al:  Dyes fabric and yarn samples with quilted wall
hanging from these done by his mother.
Pat:  basket of handspun, hand-dyed yarn samples using
Prochem’s primary fusion dyes.
Resa: 10/2 tencel indigo scarves
Mary B:  table runner, 12 harness with visual circles and
x’s.  She has a new 24 shaft AVL loom and is the local
AVL rep now.
Ivy:  Kaleidoscope whack and stack quilt
Mary I:  waffle-weave towels, huck towel and 2 table
runners.
Lynn:  SOAR treasures including hand held weaving
loom, a square spindle and a rectangle basket purse to
perfectly carry it in.
Nancy: Taki spindle with cotton samples
Jennifer: round basket with square base and baby sized
basket using same technique. Levi strip run, Christmas
stocking and first socks.

In discussion of rug weaving Ivy suggested weighting
the beater bar by having a metal shop do a 5 pound flat
metal strip with holes in the ends to match and attach
by the bolt holes used to hold the reed.
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Program:

Lynn Ruggles have a wonderful program on silk with
hands on demonstrations of reeling silk and making silk 
hankies.   Everyone came away with a new appreciation
of the silk we buy.  

Interview with a Guild Member:

I learned to weave in 1975 in Colorado. Barbara Liebler
was teaching a night class at CSU, it sounded the most
interesting of all the classes offered. I needed to get
out of the house. I had one child and was going stir
crazy from being a full time at home mom. The class
was very good and I really enjoyed it. It took me several
years to save enough money to buy my first loom, a 4
harness Leclere.During this time I joined the Northern
Colorado Weavers Guild and made a lot of great friends.

I really enjoy structure and complex weaves. I also like
playing with color and dyeing. Right now I am trying to
design something funky with a tied weave that I have
on the loom so that I will have an interesting sample to
send to the Complex Weavers study group, 24+ , which
of course is due this month. If it wasn't for last minutes
I wouldn't get nearly as much done.

The most challenging thing for me is finding the time to
weave. I have lots of interests and commitments and I
get spread too thin. I enjoy fabric and love to quilt and
sew. My other big interest is gardening. 

                                Did you guess that was Ivy DeHart???

President's Message 

With the New Year our Guild is showing some
wonderful enthusiasm and creativity! The January
meeting brought with it LOTS of show and tell, lots of
interesting announcements about upcoming events
relating to spinning and weaving and a really well
planned and well presented program by Lynn Ruggles.
This guild has so much talent and imagination that I
continue to be motivated, inspired and enthused by the
group. Lets continue this momentum throughout the
year.

Weaving Intensive - Rug weaves

Don’t forget the Weaving Intensive is coming up.  If you
didn’t get a handout at the last meeting, you can find
them on the website.  

http://www.handweavers-guild-boise.org/intensive.htm 
http://www.handweavers-guild-boise.org/documents/2007-intensive.
pdf

Great Spinning workshop 

On January 20 and 21 there was a really terrific spinning
workshop on “Quick Novelty Yarns” and “Color Options
for Spinners” with Patsy Zawistoski! She is really a
wonderful teacher allowing for everyone to be creative,
while showing proper technique with humor and a
wonderful, relaxed professionalism. We should be
seeing some really colorful and novel spinning coming
from the attendees. Thanks Patsy!!

 FUZZ!  

       Fibers with a Twist!!!!

Now Open 

and growing every day!

Featuring unusual fibers to play with
in a comfortable, happy space!

Upstairs at:

605 Americana Blvd, Suite B
Boise Idaho   83704

(elevator and inside stairs available)

(208) 343-3899

Hours:
    Monday, Wed, Thurs   – 1:30 to 5:30PM

    Tuesday      – 1:30 to 7:00PM
    Friday, Saturday    – 10:00 to 4:00PM

Special orders accepted

10% guild discount

www.spinfuzz.net

FUZZ will be displaying spinning during
the month of Feb. All those who bring in
their spinning for display during the
month at the shop will be entered into a
drawing for a 25$ gift certificate at the
shop. 

March we will be featuring weaving.
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COE meeting

On Saturday, February 17, 2007 at 10:30 am at Mary
Berent's house 769 N Grey Pebble Way, Eagle, there
will be a casual COE Day for anyone thinking of
pursuing or just interested in the Handweavers Guild of
America's Certificate of Excellence. The three local COE
recipients, Rebecca Winter, Mary Berent and Vila Cox,
will have their COE work available for examination and
questions.

 The three recipients will also answer questions about
the process of applying for the Certificate. This is kick-
off for a new year and continuation of the COE study
group and an opportunity for anyone interested in
working on the COE. This will totally non-threatening
and will provide whatever information you may want
about the program. Please RSVP if you intent to attend
to Mary at 939-8906 (for refreshment purposes only!).

Handweavers Guild of Boise Valley -
Annual Budget  2006-07

Income Budget Actual Difference
Advertising  $     50.00  $       15.00  $       (35.00)
Challenge Entries  $     80.00  $       21.00  $       (59.00)
Donations  $             -    $             -    $               -   
Equipment Rental  $             -    $       10.00  $         10.00 
Guild Sale  $             -    $             -    $               -   
Interest  $             -    $         0.20  $           0.20 
May Yarn and Equip Sale  $     50.00  $       37.00  $       (13.00)
Membership Dues  $  1,300.00  $     700.00  $     (600.00)
Miscellaneous  $             -    $             -    $               -   
Workshop Fees  $  2,575.00  $  2,085.00  $     (490.00)

Total Income  $  4,055.00  $  2,868.20  $  (1,186.80)

Expenses
Advertising  $             -    $             -    $               -   
Bank Fees  $             -    $             -    $               -   

Challenge Prizes  $     162.00  $       90.00  $       (72.00)
Challenge Supplies  $       50.00  $             -    $       (50.00)
Conference Expense, Guild Booth for

ANWG
 $     100.00  $             -    $     (100.00)

Conference Expense, membership
(ANWG etc)

 $       90.00  $       38.00  $       (52.00)

Guild Sale  $             -    $             -    $               -   
Library  $     350.00  $             -    $     (350.00)
Membership Expense  $             -    $             -    $               -   
Misc expenses  $       50.00  $             -    $       (50.00)
Newsletter/Directory Printing  $     225.00  $     273.30  $         48.30 
PO Box Rent  $       44.00  $       30.66  $       (13.34)
Postage  $     140.00  $             -    $     (140.00)
Printing/Copying Expense  $             -    $             -    $               -   
Program Expenses  $     200.00  $       18.75  $     (181.25)
Rent  $     135.00  $     135.00  $               -   
Sales Tax  $             -    $             -    $               -   
Study Group  $       50.00  $             -    $       (50.00)
Subscriptions  $       50.00  $       39.00  $       (11.00)
Workshop Expense  $  2,500.00  $     216.39  $  (2,283.61)

Total Expenses  $  4,146.00  $     841.10  $  (3,304.90)

Grand Total  $     (91.00)  $  2,027.10  $   2,118.10 



-6-

Connecting Threads

PO Box 6258

Boise ID 83707

The monthly newsletter

from the

Handweavers Guild

of Boise Valley

Don’t Forget:   

Color Assignment:   Have you been dreaming in ‘color’?  Hope so, don’t forget the color assignment for this meeting. 

Workshops:
It’s time to sign up for the two great workshops Ivy has been working on bringing to us this year.   

Study Groups:
They are a great way to get to know your fellow guild members as well as learning new things.  Make the most of your

Guild experience by participating.  The more you get involved, the more you make the Guild your own.

Challenge 2007 - Circles:
We have plenty of time to create some great things for the Challenge and the Show for Museum Comes to Life.


